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About the Exhibit

Thank you for agreeing to chaperone a group of students on their visit to Discovery Park of
America and through thin the Footsteps oSergeantYorkexhibit.

This exhibit has been developed by American Military Exhibits, a branch of the Museum of the
American Military Experience, an organization dedicated to showcasing the experiences of the
United States Military from preevolution through the conftits and warsn whichwe are now

engaged. The exhibit was developed handhand with the members of a 2006 archeological
expedition to France. The goal of the expedition was to use the latest in GPS and GIS
technology to uncover the history of Alvin YOrkR G NBY Sy R2dza SELISNA Sy O0S&a o

The exhibit features numerous World War | era artifacts, including objects recovered from the
battlefield burial sites of several American soldiers.

After an initial opening in October of 2012 at the Military Branch of the &ssee State
Museum in Nashvilldn the Footseps ofSergeantYorkhas travelled to several other locations
including the Pink Palace in Memphis, and the Customs House Museum in Clarksville.
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Notes for Teachers and Chaperones

Teachers, this guide is designed to help you prepare your students to seexkfiat with
0F O13ANRBdzyR AYTF2NXNIGA2Y | 02dzi 22NIR 2FINJLZI !'f@

To those visiting with students, thank you for agreeing to chaperofielé trip to Discovery
Park of Americand through thelin the Footsteps of SergeaMorkexhibit.

Il FASER GNRALI Aa LI NI 27, adnd veladeR@yidlyQtBiankBIRazO | G A 2
teachers andparents who join field trig as chaperonesPlease remai with your group of

students throughout the exhibit and encourage them to pay particular attention to a number of

the artifacts and explanations. It is your responsibility to keep the students engaged and
behaving properly, and we ask for your help ifagning our rules. (We expect all adults to

follow them as well.)

Please take a few moments to familiarize yourself with the rules fotritiee Footsteps of Alvin
Yorkexhibit.

No food or drink will be allowed to enter.
- No backpacks are allowed to enter.

- No running inside the exhibit space.

- Flash photography is not allowed

- Atrtifacts that are displayed behind a rope, ribbon, glass case, or barrier of any kind are
not to be touched.

- Students must be chaperoned at all times.

Thank you and we look forward s®eing youwuring your field trip!
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The United States in World War |

World War | began in August 1914, but the United Statesdinot join the war until 1917. The

first three years of the war saw savage fighting and millions of dead and wowwldirs.
Trenches that protected defenders and deadly new weapons like machine guns and poison gas
made it almost impossible for one side to successfully attack the other. As a result, the war on
the Western Front (where Germany fought Britain and Frampgegkly became a stalemate
neither side gained or lost a significant amount of territory from 1915 to the beginning of 1918.

Today, the United States is involved in conflicts and disputes all over the world. At the time of
World War I, thogh, the UnitedStates tended toward isolationisnthe isolationists believed

the United States should not get involved in the warl®14,most Americansgreed with this

posiior 0StAS@GAY3I GKFG AG o6l a y2yS 2F 2dzNJ 60dza Ay !
other to pieces. It took a very long time for American opinions to change enough that people
supported declaring war on Germany.

A number of incidentsearly in the war made
Americans angry with Germany. The Germ
wanted to stop America from selling food, weapon
and other supplies to the British;so they used
submarines to blockadBritish ports. In Mayf 1915,
a German submare attackedthe RMS Lusitaniaa
passenger ship carrying almost 2,000 civiligDae
hundred twentyeight American passengers die
when the ship sank. Peopile the United States were
furious, not only because Americans had died, b
because warships were oh supposed to attack
vessels carrying civilian passengers. The Germ
claimedthey were justified in their attack becausg
the Lusitaniawas secretly carrying namunition, a
fact that has been proveto be true by dvers visiting
the wreck site. At the time, the war cargo was g
closely guarded secrgand the loss of American live

helped sway public opinion in favor of war. 1915 poster featuring a picture of a drowne
mother and childfrom the Lusitania to

encourage young men to enlist
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After the sinking of theLusitania Germany wasmore careful about which ships their
submarines attacked because they did notnivéhe United States to enter the waAlthough

many Americans were angry about thesitania they still did not feel that they should get

iy@d2ft SR Ay 9dzZNRPLISQa ¢ &IPSR NBRSE REYAIR R 2RINE sY S IA
while runningfor reelecion in 1916.The Germans, howevedid two things in early 1917 which

finally convinced the United States to declare war.

First, in Januarythe Germans sent a secret telegraph to the government of Mexidos
message, which came to be known as the Zinmser Telegraph, offered tprovide money and
weapons to Mexico it declared war on the United States. Once Germany had defeated Britain
and France, the telegraph promised, it would also help Mexico reconquer Texas, New Mexico,
and Arizona. fle United States hadon those states in the Mexicafimerican War during the
1840s.The Zimmerman Telegraph backfirediexico was not interested in fighting the United
States, and the British intercepted the message and passed it on to the Americans.

Next the German government gave their submarine captains permissiantée againstart
attacking American shipsStarting on February 1, 1917, German submarines had orders to
attack any ship whatsoever that tried to enter a British port. The Germans knewitbse
attacks would make the United States declare war, but they hoped their blockade could force
the British to surrender before American troops could join theftfigiinally, the United States
was sufficiently angry with Germany to join World War Hd &rdid so in Apribf 1917.

As Germany suspected, the United States was not
ready to join so massive a war immediately. The
i American army was much smaller than those of
Germany, France, or Britaiso it had to quickly
draft and train millions of new soldiers. Very few
American soldiers actually fought on the Western
Front until 1918, but they started tarrive in large

& numbers inthe springof that year. The influx of

. fresh troops gave the Enten{@ritain, France, and

* its allies) an advanage that the Germans could not
match. For thdirst time since late 1914, the
Registering for the draft, June 1917 Germans were pshed out of their trenches and

the bloody stalemate was broken.
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From August to Novembeaf 1918, America and its allies attacked the Germans constandy
series of huge battles called the Hundred Days Offensive. The German army fought ferociously,
but its men were worn out from years of fightimgnd could not replace its losses. The Garmms

had expected the inexperienceAmericans to make poor soldietsut instead foundthat
American troops attacked with reckless couragjee Germans lost large chunks of territory. By
October, they realized that they could not wine war and started negtating terms for an
armistice

It was in Octobepnf 1918, that Alvin York performed his famous deed, capturing 132 German
soldiers almost singlbandedly. He and his comrades were taking part in a larger battle,
helping to capture land between the Argonne Forest and the Meuse River in Northern France.
Thisbattle continued until November 11, when the Germans finally surrendesed World

War | ended.

After the war endedPresident Wilson played a major role in negotiating the terms of peace.

Wilson laid out terms that he thought would be fair to everyoneadlved, even the countries

that had lost. He called these terms the Fourteen Points. If adopted, they would have
preventedthe kind of secret alliance that brought many countries into the war in the first place,

banned naval blockades, and given freedom $everal countries(Before World War |, for

instance, Poland was controlled by the Russian Emyiréain and France, though, did not like

2 AfazyQa Slhaeée GSNyay GKSe KIFIR &dzFFSNBR YdzOK
Germany to be punished.

Negotiations for the treaty dragged on into 1919, and American soldiers like Alvin York stayed

in France to help keep the pead&henthe Treaty of Versaillewas finally signedn June 28,

1919, the terms were not as forgiving BsesidentWilsonhad wanted. Not only did Germany

have to give up all the land it had taken from France, Belgium, and other countries, it also had

to pay France and Britain for the damage caused by the war. Tepseationsleft Germany a

much poorer country, and were one of thiactors that angered Germans in the years leading

up to World War Il. In the aftermath of World War 1, the United States was a rhigger

power in the world thanit had been before, but most Americans were still opposed to their
countrybeingtooinvoS R Ay (GKS NBadG 2F (GKS ¢62NI RQa o0dzaAy!

In the Footsteps of Sergeant York 3 N
4 AAAEAOGO ' OEAA AT A 300AAT O ! AOEOE OE Aayes



American Military Experience OF AMERICA

See beyond.

The Museum of the ﬁ DISCOVERY PARK

In total, over 100,000 American soldiers diadd over 200,000 were wounded in World War I,
making it the secondeadliest war in American history, after World War Il. These casualties
pale compared to those sigired by countries that started fighting in 191Britain, France,
Russia, Germany, and AustHaingary all suffered more than 1,000,000 deaths and many more
wounded in this devastating conflict.
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An American cemetery in Frang@hoto by Martin Kane, Biovery Park of America, June 2015
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In this newspaper photograph
from 1919, the unit insignia o
the 82nd Infantry Division i
@GrarotsS 2y 2N
Medal of Honor and Croix d
Guerre are visible on his chest.

Biography ofAlvin York

Alvin C. York may be the most celebrated American war hero from World War I. His military
exploits earned him the Medal of Honor, and his story was made into a Hollywood movie.
Outside of his service in the Army, York spent almost his entaenli remote, rural area of
north-central Tennessee.

York was born in a log cabin in Pall Mall, Tennessee, a small farming commuanityarea

known asthe Valley of the Three Forks of the Wolf. As a young man, Waska hard worker,

but he had a reputéion as a troublemaker, drinking heaviwnd fighting. In 1914, though, a
FNASYR 2F | 2NJ] Qa ¢ and heiwiagobvivedihft heé shauld chiliBe2h o6 NI &
ways. He went to a revival organized by timeadl church his mother attendeand conveted to

Christianity.

When the United States joined World War | in 1917, York received notice that he had been
drafted; he had to report for training and join the Army.2 N] Q& OKdzNOKI K2¢6S @S
opposed to all forms of violence, especially veaef He applied for status as a conscientious

objector, a person whose religious beliébsbid himto fight. Hischurch was so smakhowever,

that the United States government did not recognize(Members of larger pacifist churches

like the Quakerswere grantedconscientious objector status). His application was rejected, and

he was told to report for training Had he choseto not report, he would have been considered

a deserter under militaryaw andwould have facedhe possibility of executiorf convicted.
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York obeyed, going to Camp Gordon in Georgia. Unlike many of his fellow draftees, York was
familiar with rifles. Hunting was an important source of food,in2 NJ] Qa  NXzNsd o2YY
people who grew up there learned tee skilled marksmerAlthough he did everything he was

told in training, he still did not want to fight, and the officers in his unit were concerned about

losing so skillful a soldieTwo of his officersMajor Buxton and Captain Danfortltited

passages from the Bible abowhen it was acceptable to fight, and then let York go home for a

few days to think. In the end, he concluded that the war was justified and agreed to serve in
France.

His unit arrived in France in May ©918, butthey did not see combat until Septembemnodfm
September 1215, they took part in one of the easiest battles the Americemght in World
War | atacking an area the Germans were already abandoning. They experiencgdfrarcer
fighting in Octobemhen they participated in the Meusargonne Offasive.

hy GKS Y2NYyAy3a 2F hOG20SNI yzZ mopmyZ , 2N] Qa NB3
the small French town ofhatelChéhéry Between them and their objective stood three hills,

all occupied by German soldiers with rifles, machine guns,lightl artillery. AlImost at once,

the American attack was pinned down by German f8eventeeny Sy FTNRY L 2NJ Qa O
led by Sergeant Bernard Early, were orderedotdflank the German lines and silence the

machine guns.

York on the hill
where he prformed
his heroic deeds
February 7, 1919.

In the Footsteps of Sergeant York
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York and theothers crept through the woodand first encounered a group of German reserves

who were eating breakfast before joining the battle. Unarmed and surprised, the reserves
surrenderedimmediately German soldiers further up the hill realized what had happened,
though. They shout# for the prisoners to get dowmand thenopened fire. Six Americans,

AyOf dzZRAY 3 [/ 2NLIR2 NI f adzNNI & {atd@erggétEalyernflead o6 Sad
with three more wounded. York, a Corporal, was the onbn-commissionedofficer left

unharmed, so héook command.

Finding cover in the bushes and firing with great accuracy, York killed 20 or more German
soldiers. A group of six charged him with bayonets, and he shot them as he would shoot
turkeys: starting at the back and working forward, so those in front did nalize what was
happening. Eventually, Lieutentant Vollmer, commander of the German troops, called down to
York offering to surrender; Vollmer spoke Englaind so the two were able to communicate.

As York led the prisoners back to the American lines,méollconvinced another group of
German soldiers to surrender as well. By the time York got back to his unit, he and his surviving
men had 132 German prisoners under their watch.

York was commended for his deed, but did not immediately receive recognitidact, he and

his comrades continued to fight in the Argonne Forest until November 1, when they were finally
relieved by another American unit. His division remained in France after the fighting ended on
November 11, 1918. It was not until 1919 that pé&opegan to pay attention to his deed; in
April, the Saturday Evening Pogtiblished a story about both his exploits and his qualms about
fighting. This article garnered such attention that celebrations were arranged for his return to
the United States: daickertape parade in New York and a meeting with Congress in
Washington, D.C. Finally, he went back home to Pall Mall, Tennessee, where he married his
sweetheart, Gracie, and moved onto the farm thas gratefulneighborshad purchased for

him.

This1919 photograph shows York after the wg
returning to rural Fentress County, Tennessee.
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On December 12, 1919, York received the Congressional Medal of Honor, the highest award an
American soldier can receivéHe had previously received the Distinguished Service Cross, a
slightly less prestigious medgDespite these honors and his newfound fame, he chose to stay

in Pall Mall. York made it his mission to improve education in thal megion of Tennessee
where he hadbeen raisedHe turned down various offers to make money off of his celebrity,
although he did allow his wartime diatg be published In 1926, York usetthe money he had

raised to found the York Institute, a high schooFentress County which still operates today.

In 1939, afterresisting for years, York finally agreed to let a Hollywood producer make a film

about hislife. Sergeant Yorlig & NBf S ASR Ay wmpnmI &dFNNAYy3I I
biggest stars, as the title charactérK S FAT Y RSFf & LINAYFNARE& gA0GK
struggle to decide whether or not to fight in World War I. As it came out just months before

t SENI | FNDP2N FYyR | YSNIS&yeandYodugsivdy pdroéitied asp@d NI R 2
war propaganda. The film was highly successful, though, and won Gary Cooper an Oscar for
Best Actor.

Later in life York struggled financially and suffered sasdealth setbacks. He was bedridden
in the final years of his life. He died in 1964, survived by his wife and seven children. Much of
KAa FlLYAfteQa FINY ¢gka a2tR FUSNI KAa RSFGKZ |

The York Institute, 1967
(Photograph from the TN
Department of Conservatior
Photograph Collection, Recot
Group 82, courtesy of the T
State Library and Archives.)
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Life in Pall Mall, Tennessee

The life that Alvin York lived before World War | was very unlike the livesahastlive today.

He spent almost his entire life in a very rural part of TennesBalkMallk ¥ LJn f PALMALX K
Thisareahad not received even the most basic technological advances by the time York left for
World War |.Backwoodsmeitike York still practiced subsistence farming (growing only enough
food for their own families) and relied on huntinghot for sport, but to provide an essential
part of their diet.

At the beginning of the 2@ century, new technologies such as cargl ailectricity were
beginning to be used across the United Stat€sese developments arrived in the big cities
first, though Inthe remote regionsof FentressCounty, Tennessedt was possible that no one
had access to electricity or running water 1918. Homes vere heated and lit by firelight;
communication was byetter or telegraph,and water was weltlrawn. Schools were also
essentially nonexistent in many rural are#@dvin Yorkreceived only a thirdjrade education,
and many in his community were nable to read at all. In many respects, their way of life was
closer to how people lived in 1818 than to our modern experience.

When York went off to fight, he saw places far more advanced than Pall Mall. In his diary, he
related how amazed he was when fiest rode a subway train in New York City. He also
encountered inventions like the radio and the telephone, devices which seeifasiibned to

us today but were unheard of at the time in his hometown. These new experiences motivated
York to found schooléh Fentress County, Tennesse® that the next generation would be
better prepared for the wide world than he had been.

Electricity arrived in Pall Mall in the 1930s and 1940s, thanks to an initiative known as the
Tennessee Valley Authority. Started bye$tdent Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the TVA built a
series of dams along the Tennessee River. These dams are hydroelectricseéheg power of

the riverto create electricity. The production of large amounts of power right in Tennessee
allowed modern tebnology to spread to places like Pall Mall. By the time York died in 1964,
Pall Mall was still remote and rural, but it was connected to the outside world. Life there
resembled more closely the life we know today.
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1918Diary

Imagine that you live in eemote place like Pall Mall at the beginning of thé"2@ntury. Write
diary entries describing your liteWhat sorts of work or chores would you have, and what kinds
of challenges would you face? Consider the following questions:

1.

What typesof modern tetinologies would not be available to you? How would their absence
change the way you do things?

What habits or customs would be the same? Which would be different? Would you go to
school?

How much contact would you have with the outside world? Would yawkwhat things were

like in other states? What about in other countries?

Think about your hopes and dreams for the future. What would you want out of life? What kind
of future would you be likely to have?
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